


It gives me great pleasure to introduce this important and very timely exhibition of sustainable 
Danish architecture – organised by the Embassy of Denmark and supported by a number of 
Danish public and private institutions.

Designed by HemingwayDesign and curated by one of Denmark’s leading specialists in 
sustainable architecture, Vibeke Grupe Larsen, sust-DANE-able is the largest ever exhibition of 
Danish architecture in London. It presents some of the most remarkable designs by Danish 
architects since 2000 and will give the visitor a unique opportunity to become acquainted with a 
number of very exciting projects, many of which are still in the making.

This is an exhibition that points to the future of architecture. The emphasis is on sustainability - 
from a holistic point of view, combining environmental aspects of architecture with economic, 
cultural and social ones. While energy conservation is of the utmost importance, the concept of 
sustainability in modern Danish architecture also incorporates high architectural quality,
long-term durability and the social context of the buildings.

On display here are works by well-established architectural firms as well as promising talents. 
They share a strong tradition that combines energy efficiency with imaginative and 
sophisticated designs. How very appropriate that these new cutting edge projects are shown to 
the British and international public in a building designed by the legendary Dane, Arne 
Jacobsen.

The Embassies Project at the London Festival of Architecture celebrates the growing global 
understanding of good design in architecture and urban spaces. The significant number of 
international projects on display at sust-DANE-able amply demonstrates the global reach of 
Danish architecture.

Our architecture constitutes a vital setting for life and growth and accordingly for our global 
welfare.  I am convinced that this exhibition will enhance even further the joint global efforts to 
secure sustainable living conditions.

I wish you a very warm welcome to sust-DANE-able.

Brian Mikkelsen
Minister for Culture, Denmark
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Foreword



When we were approached by The Danish Embassy to see if HemingwayDesign would be 
interested in working on a summer exhibition as part of The London Architecture Biennale, the 
answer was a resounding YES. 

Over the past decade we have regularly visited Copenhagen and consider it to be one of the 
worlds most liveable and human cities. In Copenhagen, creative thinking has produced a city,  
that is a true pioneer in sustainable living. Environmental sustainability has become the “brand” 
that most cities are trying to grasp and to varying degrees succeeding in grasping. But Denmark 
understands social sustainability, something that far too few have yet to grasp. While the rest of 
us grapple with trying to make our output more sustainable the Danes live it .

Many of us that visit Copenhagen know what a walkable and cyclable city it is, we know about 
the wonderful Kalvebad swimming pool in the harbour and that amazing new beach at Amager 
Strand. This exhibition takes us to places that we all should go. It takes us inside the thinking of 
18 Danish architural practices. It demonstrates how social, economic and environmental 
sustainability is being addressed by Danish architects. It’s not hard to understand why we called 
this exhibition sust-DANE-able.

Wayne Hemingway
Hemingwaydesign

Oh yes and ps... It also gets you inside The Royal Danish Embassy on posh Sloane Street, one 
of Arne Jacobsons last projects... completed in 1977, 6 years after his death.

Wildcard Creative are delighted to be collaborating with HemingwayDesign on the design of 
this exciting project. Wildcard are committed to sustainable design and approach all of their 
design work from this perspective.

The structures used in this display are all constructed from recycled card and once the 
exhibition has finished touring the raw materials will be recycled back into the supply chain.
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A Word From Wayne



SUSTAINABILITY in DANISH ARCHITECURE – A Pragmatic and holistic approach to social, 
economic and environmental sustainability.

‘sust-DANE-able’ is a presentation of projects by 18 leading Danish architectural companies. 
The aim of sust-DANE-able is to present existing, as well as future examples of the Danish 
approach to ’sustainability’. 

The projects have been chosen in collaboration with the architects in order to represent the 
pragmatic-holistic approach which epitomises Danish architecture at its best. The projects vary 
greatly and span from product designs for waste disposal to master plan designs for financial 
districts in order to show the wide range of works created by today’s Danish architects.

Architects in Denmark
Danish architects are very conscious of their artistic approach, which is matched with a 
pro-active, pragmatic and democratic methodology. This requires more action and less talking 
in a professional field influenced by an ongoing and strong professional discussion on 
architectural quality and demands.
 
The body of Danish architects is homogeneous. Denmark only has two schools of architecture 
and all architects are trained at these two closely connected educational establishments. Most 
Danish architects move almost effortlessly within a group of high calibre architectural design 
companies. They are very loyal to each other even if they work for different firms.

As a result there are many common features in Danish architecture, but as the exhibition shows 
it also generates a great variety of solutions based on highly advanced and creative designs.

Thus, one of the main characteristics of Danish architecture is an insistence on architectural 
quality. Buildings and cities must above all be lastingly attractive. Longevity is a key to 
sustainability and is based on an inherent tradition for social responsibility and resources, as 
well as sense of economy – in other words a pragmatic and holistic approach to social, 
economic and environmental sustainability.

These three aspects of sustainability are integrated on equal terms in the working methods of 
the majority of Danish architects as qualities and values in urban planning, master planning, 
building design and object design. The exhibition is a manifestation of this integration and the 
projects on display have been chosen on the basis of these concepts. 

Social sustainability
In Denmark sustainability does not oblige the population to change its habits. Instead, the 
Danes strive to develop techniques to make their habits sustainable, adapting design to 
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desirable lifestyles. They aspire to create highly desirable urban living environments and 
’comfortable cities’. The political system and social ethics makes the Danish objective to create 
democratic and accessible structures for all. 

Economic sustainability
There has always been an inherent awareness of the use of resources in Danish building 
traditions – hence, the architectural tradition is anything but extravagant. The ability to create 
architecture from, or rather through, restrained means is typical for Danish architects – using 
the relatively few resources at hand in a reasonable, but also artistically coherent way has 
always been the premise. Simplicity and a sense of economy rank above opulence, thus 
making (economic) sustainability a basic parameter in Danish architecture.

Environmental sustainability
Climate conditions in Denmark are challenging. For many years, Danish building codes have 
given priority to important issues regarding indoor climate and energy, as well as daylight 
optimization. Since the 1970s Denmark has had a strong tradition for energy-conscious 
construction - building one house effectively means building two as the house has an inner and 
an outer shell. Traditional and durable materials are integrated into new constructions in an 
innovative way. Moreover, it has always been important to focus on the contextual setting – 
issues such as scale, climate, geography, landscape, urbanscape. 

These terms are key points for interpreting sustainability and contain three key words for the 
way Danish architects work: context, community and innovation. In generating form, what do 
we do with regard to context, the influences of culture, geography, climate, politics and history, 
how does this comply with community, democracy and human scale, and how can we innovate 
the transformation of this into architecture which represents the contemporary and also reacts 
to this context, as well as the future without compromising our past? 

Vibeke Grupe Larsen, curator

Introduction



In order to embrace progress and cutting-edge knowledge in the fields of 
science and technology, 3XN has established an R&D-department which 
focuses on new materials and environmental technologies.

“The most important aspect is not to live up to existing standards, but to 
create new standards within the building trade. With this department the idea 
is that we at 3XN can develop architecture which contributes positively to the 
world we live in – architectonically and environmentally”, Kim Herforth 
Nielsen, Principal, 3XN.

By embracing cutting-edge knowledge and considering sustainable 
development, we provide our buildings with an experimental and sustainable 
starting point – a dynamic and sensuous green architecture.

1. Ørestad College - Ørestad, Copenhagen, DK (2007)
Ørestad College has chosen a media, communication and culture profile 
and offers fields of study within science, social and human sciences. 
Architecturally, 3XN also accommodated the purpose of the college, which 
was to strengthen and renew the students’ professional potential and to be 
better able to prepare the students for university, as well as to enhance the 
science aspect. 

Four boomerang shaped levels rotate in relation to each other like the shutter 
of a camera and form the superstructure; the overall framework of the college 
that also provides space for the college’s four study zones. The rotation of the 
levels projects part of each level into the tall central hall. 

2. Alsion – University, Concert Hall & Science Park - Sønderborg, 
DK (2006)
In the former railway yard, right next to Als Sund in Sønderborg, lies the 
unusual combination of functions that forms Alsion, a centre for research and 
culture in southern Denmark. The main concept is a series or “comb” of wings 
separated by atriums. This comb structure divides the building into a series 
of rhythmic strokes.

Inside variation and coherence are considered as well. The idea is to create 
particularly excellent conditions for informal meetings, interaction and knowledge 
sharing. Tall, bright rooms open up to views of the sea and create spatial 
variation through many internal visual connections criss-crossing the building.

4www.3xn.com
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Arkitema believes in sustainability. We have worked with sustainability as 
a central dogma ever since the establishment of the practice back in 1969, 
and we continue to develop and learn within this area. Today, we have no 
problem designing buildings that are both competitive AND sustainable 
– our goal is for the two concepts to form a synthesis in the future, where 
sustainability will be an essential element in all architectural work. We call 
it, "Building Sustainable".

1. Egernsund Tegl - Kliplev, DK (competition year 2008)
Egernsund Tegl's new domicile will be the setting for the sales and marketing 
of brick products from brickworks all over Denmark. The domicile is shaped 
like a large red brick, placed right beside the South Jutland motorway. 

The new sales office is very faithful to the brick as a shape – a shape we 
challenge in the building's slight curvature towards the motorway. The 
curving shape also supports the natural ventilation in the building and results 
in an exciting interior. 

In the building's interior we have focused on exploiting the inherent qualities 
of brick as a regulator of heat and humidity.

The brick volume is at one and the same time an ancient stone stacking 
method, as well as a hyper-modern climate regulator.

2. Samsø Energy Academy - Samsø, DK (2006)
The island of Samsø is investing in a sustainable future through a number of 
renewable energy projects. Samsø Energy Academy has been built to 
concentrate this unique knowledge and make it accessible to others. Both the 
design and the materials have been chosen on the basis of sustainable 
ideas. The architecture utilises low-energy, pre-fabricated and highly 
insulating building components, and the building is clad with zinc contrasted 
with black painted spruce panels. In order to minimise electricity consumption 
the academy makes optimal use of natural daylight, sun screening and 
natural ventilation. Integrated into the zinc roof's distinctive profile is a hidden 
solar heating system and a visible battery of solar cells.

Photo credit: Thomas Mølvig

5www.arkitema.dk
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We regard awareness of the environment and its resources, sensible 
construction finances, and high-quality craftsmanship as equally essential 
components in our work – a holistic perspective which characterises our 
approach to all our tasks, from master plans to the design of building components. 

Our environmental strategy is based on: 
- holistic thinking, right from the first stages of the design process 
- environmental screening as a method of developing design which is sustainable, 
both technically, socially and architecturally 

In 2008, CFM will become ISO 14001-certified and at the same time we are 
creating a specialised department for energy conscious design. 

1. Nordlyset (Northern Lights) - Copenhagen, DK (2004-2006)
Nordlyset is a residential block with a sculptural façade, located in a new 
urban area in Copenhagen. The development takes the shape of a white 
polished block surrounding an outdoor courtyard, where the residents can 
meet. The line of the exterior is broken to the north and south, giving the 
building an organic expression, while the bright apartments are secured 
the best possible light and view. On the ground floor, the areas to the north 
and west are designed to accommodate shops to support the diversity of the 
new neighbourhood, as does the unusual combination of high-end owner-
occupied apartments and rented apartments. The building has energy-
efficient window glazing and low heat loss through the roof and exteriors.

2. UMAS, Emergency and Infection Clinic - Malmø, SE (2006-2011)
The cylindrical emergency and infectious diseases clinic at Malmö University 
Hospital, Sweden, is designed to minimize the risk of spreading diseases. 
The distinctive shape also provides a new landmark for the hospital complex 
and provides rational logistics. Patients enter the isolation ward via an airlock. 
The exterior lifts are used exclusively by patients of the infectious diseases 
unit and for hospital waste, while the interior lifts are used to transport staff, 
supplies and clean materials. Every floor can be divided into sealed-off 
smaller units in the event of an epidemic. The circular shape is constructed 
with less façade materials compared to a square shape and with more 
insulation than required to optimize the energy efficiency of the building.

6www.cfmoller.com
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At Dissing+Weitling, sustainability is an extension of quality design. The 
studio creates intelligent buildings which accommodate the needs of the 
users, fosters a healthy working climate and exemplifies how strategic 
choices of materials and processes go hand in hand with visionary and 
aesthetic buildings. 

1. Multimedia House for the Danish Broadcasting Corporation 
- Copenhagen, DK (2006)
In the new Multimedia House - home of Denmark's national public service TV 
and radio news organisation – sustainable technologies are highly integrated 
within the overall design strategy. 

The eco-friendly design focuses on integrated solutions. These include a 
double-façade allowing natural ventilation and night-cooling, a ground-water 
cooling system fed in turn by the solar panel on the roof, where rainwater is 
collected for secondary usage. This range of solutions improves the 
performance of the building and its indoor working climate – design research 
funded in part by the EU initiative IT-ECO.

The state of the art multifunctional double-façade system and award-winning 
solar panel installation demonstrate an environmental awareness which 
contributes technically, as well as aesthetically to the overall architectural 
expression of the new Multimedia House. 

2. Ramboll Headquarters - Copenhagen, DK (in progress)
The holistic vision for this new domicile as an icon for sustainability is 
grounded in openness and collaboration. This is reinforced in the building’s 
main architectural feature, the interior street inspired by La Rambla, 
Barcelona’s world famous shopping area.

The “rambla” extends to the full height of the building, connecting the various 
areas of the complex both horizontally and vertically. Mezzanine floors, 
balconies and a central staircase leading to all floors extend the concept 
vertically, creating a 3-D Rambla.

The large open spaces of the interior are heated and cooled using seasonal 
ground-water storage, with a dynamic distribution system regulating the 
various micro-climate areas of the building. This strategy meets over 80% of 
the building’s energy requirements. Solar-cell exteriors shield the cooling 
equipment on the grass roof, which collects rainwater for the equipment and 
other uses in the building. 

7www.dw.dk
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At EBD we focus on conversion, transformation and design. We interpret and 
make additions to existing structures. The analysis of place, history, structure, 
material and utilization is our basis. Extending and rethinking purposes 
develops the atmosphere of the existing building, which also forms the basis 
for the precise and often small changes that we make. We are inspired by 
history and we develop straightforward and durable solutions using few 
resources, with long life spans which future generations can build on.

1. ENVAC - (2003 - )
Refuse collection with mobile suction in the city saves resources, creates an 
optimum working environment and increases the quality of the open space 
in courtyards by reducing the area usually occupied by refuse collection 
materiel. The functions for daily use and technical demands connected with 
the collection of refuse are integrated in one cylindrically shaped pylon and 
provide access to the big tank with an operable cover in the terrain. The 
pylon is made of painted steel and has a front and a fence made of stainless 
steel. The inside tube is made of electroplated steel. The pylons are 
discrete in the outdoor area, and create visually and functionally attractive 
environments by allowing cultivation of the open spaces with no buildings 
connected to the collection materiel. The architectural quality gives dignity 
to the pylon and emphasizes the fact that waste is a resource, an integrated 
part of the urban metabolism.

2. MS Training Centre for Development Co-operation - TAN (2007 - )
The project for MS Training Centre for Development Co-operation develops 
and enhances the qualities of the existing campus and the characteristic 
structure of the landscape. The new building structures are programmed and 
designed on site. The project comprises a reception building and an 
auditorium, which along with the existing building form a plaza for arrival that 
will become the new exterior façade of the centre. The restaurant has been 
extended and a number of housing units will be built for course participants 
by extending existing building structures.

Architecturally the project develops new configurations and spatial 
experiences based on the structure and quality of the existing buildings. The 
materials are cement stone, steel construction with exteriors made from wood, 
everything produced on site. The buildings underline TCDC identity as an 
important meeting and training centre for democratic growth in Eastern Africa.

8www.ebd.dk
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Projects like BOASE - The Future Home have given us the opportunity to gather 
extensive knowledge on sustainable housing design. We see sustainability as 
an initiator of new building processes, new technology and new ways of living. 
More specifically, we examine the possibilities of new materials, industrial 
processes and integration of alternative high- and low-tech solutions in the 
building industry. Lately we have gained experience with ‘eco-labelling’ through 
our work on a double family house design.

1. BOASE - BO=To Live, OASE=Oasis - Copenhagen, DK (2001)
BOASE - a supplement to existing modes of urban living; by transforming 
contaminated urban areas the housing reclaims inaccessible land to the city. 

Contaminated urban areas are made useful again by cleansing the polluted 
soil by planting willow and poplar trees. Plants with powerful roots that fixate 
and eliminate pollution in the soil. 

The space is an oasis in the city. In an urban context the forest becomes 
a structuring element that provides identity to its surroundings and serves 
as a navigation point. In the forest, the hectic life of the city is put into 
perspective. The changing of the seasons transform the place, the houses 
and the people - living in a forest in the city - between the trees where you 
can touch the leaves, raised above the ground on columns. 

2. Y-House (collaboration with 3XN) - Ørestad, Copenhagen, DK (2008)
The Y-house project is part of a larger office complex, situated in Ørestad City 
South. The building simultaneously communicates contextual integration 
and individual character. In addition to the focus on spatial functionality and 
programmatic flexibility, the building is developed to provide sustainable 
solutions to common problems in office design, such as regulation of the 
indoor climate and control of natural daylight. 

The exterior elements are designed with window areas tilted according to the 
general orientation of the sun, reflecting direct sunlight away from the indoor 
workspaces. The indoor climate is regulated by the use of natural ventilation. 
External sun blinds support heat regulation in exposed areas and emphasize 
the building’s overall form and dynamic shape.

Photo top left - Adam Mørk
All other photos - Force4

9www.force4.dk
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Sustainability is a value, as a matter of fact it is a part of the identity of 
FRIIS & MOLTKE, and to us sustainability is about responsibility. Sustainability 
meaning durability is the central issue and this has over the years become 
synonymous with FRIIS & MOLTKE and our work. We insist on durability 
– architecture that lasts, physically, functionally, aesthetically and socially. 
Architecture that lives and dies with least possible impact on the surroundings. 
Good architecture is sustainable architecture.

1. New State Prison, Eastern Jutland - Horsens, DK (2001-2006)
The prison consists of eight building segments in a straightforward 
architectural landscape and a building for the staff, placed outside the 
prison wall. The five segments with cells and activities are supplemented 
with a culture building containing a church/chapel, a library, a shop and 
facilities for athletics, as well as a visitor’s centre for short term visitors 
and families that stay overnight.

By focusing upon general but passive means of security, the institutional 
character is toned down. This has made a daily life possible within a light, 
humane frame to secure preparation for a life outside the prison.

The division up of the buildings makes it possible to divide the inmates into 
larger and smaller groups, down to six inmates. The state prison reflects 
a miniature society inside the prison walls.

2. Dublin Waste to Energy - Dublin, IRE (2008- )
Dublin Waste to Energy stands out as a striking whole with a characteristic 
oblique façade in the industrial landscape. The exterior consist of a heavy 
base, functioning as the foundation of the building and lightweight metallic 
screens folded around the incineration technology as a protective membrane 
against the elements of nature. The building measures 194 metres, width 128 
metres and height 52 metres.

Dublin Waste to Energy is built to manage waste that cannot be sorted and 
reused. Through a thermal process the waste is converted in to energy – heat 
and electricity. Surplus products such as cinders and ash can subsequently 
be used to build roads and in the production of concrete and cement.

10www.friis-moltke.dk
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Environmentally conscious construction is a quality parameter of equal 
importance to all other qualities in building practice. We all have an obligation 
to reduce CO2 emissions.

Our experience and knowledge with environmentally sustainable design and 
the creation of ‘green’ and ‘Smart Buildings’ is extensive. We have the 
expertise and technical resources to incorporate both passive and active 
strategies that respond to important contemporary issues, including control of 
solar energy, indoor day-lighting, air quality, energy consumption and other 
relevant considerations that will reduce operating costs and improve indoor 
working and learning environments.

1. Massar Childrens Discovery Centre - Damascus, SYR
The discovery centre in Damascus will be the cornerstone of a Syrian
educational programme providing Syrian children with the opportunity to 
meet and discover the world through play.

The discovery centre’s form is inspired by the unique Syrian rose. The rose 
petals are formed by the sun’s movement allowing delicate light into the 
exhibition spaces that are placed between the petals. The centre forms a 
large communal meeting space where the children will meet, share their 
knowledge and develop new ideas together. 

A low energy building using local materials, skills and resources. Energy use 
is reduced passively by shaping the building to keep the sun out. The form 
and fabric is optimised to reduce requirements for active or operational 
heating and cooling. By harnessing and storing solar energy in the winter the 
amount of heating is reduced. By shading in summer, cooling loads are 
reduced.

2. King Abdullah Financial District - Riyadh, KSA (2008-2010)
The master plan for King Abdullah Financial District in Riyadh unites the 
Arabic urban traditions with the modern metropolis giving the Saudi capital 
a public open space and a characteristic skyline with a new outstanding 
landmark. The main environmental sustainability objectives are; minimising 
energy demands by integrating solar panels and moderating the micro-climate 
by shading using canopies, buildings and planting. This is augmented by 
water features; reducing the demand for drinking water by using low-water-
use appliances, using shading and by irrigating vegetation from below to 
reduce evaporation.

11www.henninglarsen.com
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Holgaard Architects solutions are holistic 360 degree solutions. Every single 
assignment is approached as a coherent concept. Sustainability is a keyword, 
and Holgaard Architects demonstrate how architects can finalize any project 
with a strategy for maintenance, sustainable to the last detail. Our attitude is 
that being sustainable needs to be convenient – not only in production and 
consumption, but also textiles, furniture, artificial lighting, cleaning, food and 
laundry are parts of the solutions of Holgaard Architects.

1. Møen+ - Møen, DK (2008-2010)
Møen+ is a holiday centre designed for people who want to spend their 
vacations enjoying water culture, spas and wellness in magnificent natural 
surroundings – with a clean consciousness.

Energy is harvested from earth, wind and sun, and the buildings are made of 
local materials with as small an environmental impact as possible.

The guests will have locally produced organic food, cleaning is environmentally 
friendly and all products available at the centre are organic. Interiors and 
furniture are fair trade products, made from recycled materials. Gowns, 
towels, handkerchiefs and linen are, like the uniforms of the personnel, made 
of environmentally friendly textiles.

2. A-huset / A-house - Copenhagen, DK (2007-2010)
The A-house is designed for the modern urban lifestyle. The building was 
originally an industrial building, centrally placed in the inner Copenhagen 
Harbour.

The original architectural qualities of the building are maintained and the 
building is transformed into modern lifestyle housing units.

The key issue at the A-house is that being environmentally responsible 
should be easy and convenient. The housing units in the A-house are 
designed for people, who have big expectations and ambitions – you should 
care not only for yourself – but also for each other – and for the environment. 
The A-House offers a wide range of services: Environmentally friendly 
cleaning and laundry, shopping and catering (organic food) and carpooling 
(hybrid cars) in the car park. This means that you can spend time with family, 
friends and doing sports, while at the same time you can enjoy services such 
as sustainable cleaning, laundry, grocery shopping and cooking.

12www.holgaard.dk
holgaard.dk
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At KHR architects we believe that sustainability is much more than 
environmentally conscious design techniques. We feel that sustainability 
works its way through the basic elements of architecture into human 
behaviour and into a social context. In the case of the two buildings 
presented here sustainability comes to life through architecture inspired by 
the surroundings, built in ambitious materials and designed for the people 
who are intended to use them. Buildings rooted in our tradition and 
self-perception united with innovation and a view to the future.

1. The Church of the Holy Cross - Jyllinge, DK (2001-2008)
The Church of the Holy Cross was conceived as part of the unique
surrounding landscape. With its glass exterior facing the fjord and the interior 
operating on two scales – an intimate scale that narrows towards the altar 
and an open scale that expands towards the landscape – the design clearly 
takes the history of the place seriously. The primary material used in the 
church is fibreglass composite – a cell structure that is translucent and thus 
allows the light to shine through the construction. From the outside, the 
dimensions of the building are experienced as two solid stones that form 
a composition with ecclesiastical overtones.

2. Fiberline - Middelfart, DK (2004-2006)
The primary idea behind the Fiberline construction is to let the production 
building emerge as an identity generating showcase for Fiberline’s own 
product. The building is unique, clad with a fibreglass shell on the outside. 
This is the first time fibreglass has been used for a building on that scale. 
The shape of the Fiberline building is also remarkable. Like many other 
commercial buildings these days, it is situated adjacent to the motorway, but 
instead of being a replica of all the other buildings along the Danish motorways, 
the Fiberline building is conceived as a piece of land art. The building is a hill 
that grows out of the landscape and arches its back against the sky.

13www.khr.dk
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At Mutopia we focus on the users, on the practical experience of design. 
This is the common denominator for all Mutopia projects: User Focused Design.

Mutopia develop urban solutions with strong identities, uniting strategic 
models for urban development, flexible architectural shapes and sustainable 
strategies with the values of the user. An important aim is create new
typologies for social interaction, to stimulate new ways of thinking in 
communities in the public space, as well as in the private domain.

1. Cloud – Ørestad, Copenhagen, DK (2006- )
At a time where Facebook is the preferred social activity for many, the 
challenge is to rethink the housing unit and create sustainable frameworks for 
social communities within the context of the housing area.

Cloud is a sustainable housing and office building with a high density. The 
corners of the building block are raised to create a coherent, public urban 
space below and a shared roofscape above. The round and open atrium 
combines private space with visual openness, unique daylight qualities and 
lively urban spaces, containing traffic, outdoor life and activity.

The green and wavy roofscape of Cloud is a shared space of experience in 
combination with recreation and views to sustainable undertakings such as 
rainwater collection and a windmill park. All housing units have south- facing 
terraces and integrated solar panels, as well as views of the surrounding 
urban environment.

2. The White Meat City - Copenhagen, DK (2007- )
Socially and economically sustainable development of this area requires part 
of the meat production facilities and the historic identity to be preserved;
this makes it an attractive context for galleries and restaurants and attracts 
new investments.

Mutopia’s master plan for the meat packing district will transform the deserted 
meat industry area into an active and open urban district, integrated in the 
public and recreational network of the city. The characteristic K-shape of the 
master plan connects all important circulation patterns in the area and 
restructures the traffic enabling the quality, central placement and generous 
spacious qualities of the neighbourhood to come into play - this defines an 
economically sustainable strategy to turn the Meat City into an area where 
production, business and culture exist side by side. The K-plan has been 
developed in dialogue with the users of the area.

14www.mutopia.dk
  

1

2



Under the sun – in the daylight!
As architects we have an obligation to ensure that sustainable architecture 
can make sense as smart thinking and value for money, making it possible 
for people to live their lives better, longer and more beautifully under the sun 
– in the daylight.

Sustainable architecture – a question of attitude?
What can we do as architects? Designing sustainable CO2 neutral 
buildings within sustainable economies calls for a new understanding and 
new knowledge through the integration of energy optimized and sustainable 
solutions early in the design process: Utilization of solar energy / natural 
ventilation / optimum insulation with no thermal bridges and a high degree of air 
tightness / mechanical ventilation with air handling / lifespan cost calculations.

Rubow architects have yearlong tradition and strong commitment to integrating 
low energy solution in schools, offices and housing, and we are still the only 
architectural practice in Denmark to be ISO 14001 certified. Pre-fabrication 
is integrated as a natural part of our designs and mutual interdependence is 
always in play, when we design sustainable buildings, such as: Values, 
aesthetics, strategies and business management – ‘know why’ / newest 
professional and technical knowledge and tools – ‘know what’ / collaboration 
and interdisciplinary – ‘know who’ / newest design processes – ‘know how’.

1. Soltag (Sunroof) - Hørsholm, DK (built as prototype 2006)
Soltag is a carbon neutral example of roof refurbishment – even the dullest 
concrete blocks can become pleasant and inspire pride.  Soltag contains 
fantastic opportunities with focus on roofs such as; the architecture of the fifth 
façade / energy and indoor climate / daylight / prefabrication and economic 
sustainability.

SOLTAG is developed and designed in collaboration between RUBOW 
architects, VELUX, Cenergia Energy Consultants and KUBEN Urban 
Renewal – check out www.SOLTAG.net

2. Breidablik - Roskilde, DK (2008)
The name means ’Home of the Gods’ in the Nordic mythology. Breidablik 
consists of 100 carbon neutral energy optimized terraced houses designed 
according to the principles of SOLTAG. The terraced houses will be built with 
an atrium typology, with great depth and an interior heated atrium providing 
access to all the rooms in the housing unit.

15www.rubowarkitekter.dk
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Schmidt Hammer Lassen’s global design approach is essentially holistic and 
democratic. The aim is to design comprehensive schemes which
accommodate to their immediate physical context and the wider community. 
Sustainability is perceived as a natural and essential part of the design and 
the design process worldwide.

Schmidt Hammer Lassen’s architecture brings an awareness of the world’s 
natural resources to the process, it is all about creating a better setting for 
people’s lives and development perspectives. As architects, we have both 
the opportunity and the responsibility to design a better world.

1. Amazon Court Office Complex - Prague, CZE (completion 2009)
Amazon Court is a mixed use, but predominantly office development, 
situated along the banks of the Vltava River in Prague. The building’s heart is 
a vast atrium – a high-tech and innovative public space which also operates 
as a covered public square complete with hanging terraces, water features, 
trees and flowers: An inviting place which both creates and reflects the life of 
the community.

Environmental sustainability has been an important focus in developing the 
design of Amazon Court. Throughout the design process, there has been 
close collaboration with the engineers in order to reduce the building’s energy 
consumption. Amazon Court is an office building that operates in harmony 
with its surrounding context, responding sensitively both to the character of 
the River City Prague complex as a whole and  to the human scale of the city 
of Prague.

2. Aberdeen New University Library - Aberdeen, UK (completion 2011)
The University of Aberdeen Library is dedicated to the life and intellectual 
development of the student community. 

The library’s environmental strategy is carefully considered. The high
performance window glazing and façade system will minimize the amount of 
solar gain and heat loss. A displacement ventilation system will be specified 
and solar cells on the roof will supplement the building’s electricity needs. In 
addition, the library will use a water recycling system. The design of the 
building will also optimize the use of natural light in all working areas. In 
general, the building is being designed to minimise long term running costs 
and energy use.
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At Site we constantly operate between the scientific fields of building 
technology and engineering, and the artistic disciplines of space and culture. 

Our portfolio ranges from consultancy and process analysis to concrete 
building projects with specific focus on sustainable solutions (environmental, 
social and economical) through our commitment to BIM (Building Information 
Modelling). 

1. Wind-house - Esbjerg, DK (2007- )
This project is a response to the question of how to create a zero energy 
high-rise building. It is located on the west coast of Jutland, an area with high 
wind strengths from the west all year. The shape of the building pushes the 
wind through a series of vertical axis windmills placed in the centre at 
increased velocity, and simultaneously accommodates the requirement for 
increased floor areas at both the top and bottom of the building.

Sustainable environmental solutions include shaping the building for wind 
power generation, optimal floor area distribution, integrated solar cells, water 
cooling of the structure and ground cooling. In contrast to projects where 
passive systems are employed to achieve sustainable environmental 
solutions, this project consciously explores technical solutions to investigate 
the concept of turning a building into an energy producer rather than an 
energy user. 

2. Kara / Noveren Incinerator - Roskilde, DK (2008)
The skin of the building is seen as a large canvas that forms the basis of 
a “three-dimensional pointillist painting”. 

It is a reflection of the incinerator’s complex inter-relationship with the natural 
environment. The exterior is reflecting the weather in order to remind 
passersby of the connection between our human society and our natural 
climate. It is composed of structurally stable recycled aluminium panels, some 
with integrated grills for natural ventilation and others for day light filtration. 

The resulting painting is there not to be hidden, but instead to remind us all 
that we produce waste and that we have taken responsibility for it by 
generating heating and electricity for 50,000 households annually. We create 
new energy and are catalysers of new life.

17www.siteas.dk 
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Svendborg Architects believe in ethics as the starting point for aesthetics. As 
such social responsibility, democratic structures and the implementation of 
innovative sustainable strategies and technologies are integrated in our 
working method.

1. Frodeparken - Uppsala, SE (2008)
This project won the first prize in an international design competition to create 
a new urban area in central Uppsala, north of Stockholm in Sweden, all 
together 25,000 square metres containing housing, offices and a school. 
Instead of establishing a wall of housing and shops blocking in the light of a 
small existing public park, we created a new oblique park, covering new 
shopping areas.

In this way green recreative qualities arise for the new buildings, as well as 
for the passers-by in the public areas. A number of social meeting points will 
be integrated in the public/private shared spaces of the park. The south 
facing aspects of the buildings will be designed as a pleat relief of photo 
voltaics integrated in a double exterior, which will also support natural ventilation. 

2. Munktellstaden - Eskilstuna, SE (2008)
This project is a master plan for the integration of 300 housing units (30.000 
m2) in a brown field area which is being transformed into a cultural centre in 
Eskilstuna, Sweden.

Taking its starting point in the bank of the Eskilstuna River which flows 
through plazas and parks, ‘Brinken’s loop’, and a new plaza and a park will 
be the key points of this new cultural housing area. In this way the former 
industrial area can maintain the characteristics of the river and also be the 
birthplace for a new urban area, growing up through a forest of organic willow 
trees (which will help clean the soil). Traffic will be in the periphery of the area 
and children can play on large terraces, which cover parking garages.
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2

1



Sustainability is a question of choice - determined by a series of complex 
pre-requisites combined with a number of priorities to be established during 
the first stages of a building project.

Design does not compromise sustainability – on the contrary – design is a 
highly feasible strategy for sustainability. The architect’s job is to demonstrate 
the wide range of possibilities when creating buildings with high standards of 
design and high levels of sustainability

1. Regimentsparken - Farum, DK (2005- )
The residential project Regimentsparken was the winning entry in an invited 
competition.  The project is a key part of the rejuvenation of a former military 
post.  The design is a modern interpretation of the classic terraced house and 
the master plan is organized around a central green area.  Parking for a 
single car is incorporated in each unit, while parking for second cars and 
guests is collected at the perimeter of the site in order to create a pedestrian-
friendly environment.  The units are designed with large window areas to 
ensure maximum natural day-lighting and generous amounts of outdoor 
space are provided as both ground level terraces and large balconies.

2. DR Byen - Ørestad, Copenhagen, DK (2000- )
DR Byen is the new headquarters for the Danish Broadcasting Corporation 
which combines all of DR’s functions in a modern, compact media production 
centre.  VLA won an invited competition in 2000 for the overall master plan 
including Segment 1, the multi-media building, and the Inner Street, a glass-
covered space which connects all the buildings and houses the main 
entrance and reception area for the complex.  The project is the most 
ambitious to date in Denmark as regards sustainability and incorporates an 
array of features including groundwater cooling, rainwater collection and 
re-use, natural ventilation enabled through a  double-façade  construction, 
and a series of atrium spaces.
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Our task within the context of global warming, C02 emission and increasing 
energy prices is to create beautiful and functional design based on 
sustainable, long-term solutions in inspiring and architecturally meaningful 
settings – by making the decisions that will benefit the environment. Aarhus 
architects specialise in ‘passive house construction’, buildings combining 
very low heating consumption with a high level of comfort and contain all the 
usual possibilities for innovation and spatial design.

1. Ringgården - Aarhus, DK (2007- )
The project is a thorough modernisation of residential units from the 1940s 
which are brought up to date. Out of respect for the building’s great 
architectural value for the city, the original exteriors facing the street will be 
preserved. Towards the courtyard an extension will be built in a modern 
design. All flats will have large, open balconies to provide considerable visual 
and physical connection between outdoor and indoor spaces. Along with a 
large, shared ‘roof garden’, the transparency of the building will increase the 
social sustainability of the area. The plan is to build the extension according 
to the passive house standard equivalent to energy class 2 specifications of 
Danish law. The building will be an outstanding example how you can adapt 
new dimensions of sustainability to old buildings in an urban context.

2. H2college - Birk, Herning, DK (2006-2008)
The project consists of 66 passive residential units for young people and a 
new students’ building which will be the first passive residential building 
project on this scale in Denmark. We were asked to take a fresh approach to 
designing housing for young people and to design the buildings as passive 
houses with high architectural quality, within the agreed financial framework. 
The concept evolved into a well-conceived residential unit, which can be 
prefabricated and assembled like blocks. The flats are laid out as continuous, 
flexible spaces. A ‘super-furniture’ located in the centre of the flat contains 
bathroom and kitchen facilities. Moreover, the building distinguishes itself as 
a pilot project as heating and power is produced from hydrogen-stored wind 
turbine energy.
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Environmental awareness is an integrated part of our culture and work with 
architecture and planning. Long lasting architectural concepts and flexible 
functional solutions are sustainable starting points, which are integrated in all 
projects.

We have always focused on minimizing resources and energy consumption 
as an important and natural part of our design process, and now we 
experience key shifts in public attitudes to ecology and energy consumption. 
There are large potentials of resources and energy reduction in the building 
sector if we are all willing to make intelligent and integrated design solutions. 
We regard sustainability as a potential.

1. Bikuben Student Residence - Copenhagen, DK (2006)
Loneliness and lack of social relations are major problems for many students. 
Bikuben Student Residence provides the framework for the study years and 
improves the possibility of a community spirit emerging in a widespread 
social network.

The main shape is very serene and conveys the residential halls’ basic 
principles of community and equality. To provide the greatest possible 
connection between common and private rooms while at the same time 
ensuring the privacy of each residence, the residences and the common 
rooms are connected in a double spiral surrounding an atrium.

Local materials and pre-fabricated construction, exterior and bathroom 
elements provide an environmentally and economically sustainable 
structure. Concrete tectonics and social responsibility/sustainability merge, 
and the building is embedded in the space and alters its conditions.

2. Norwegian Wood - The New Timber City - Stavanger, NOR (2006)
Norwegian Wood at Siriskær takes its starting point in the wooden building 
tradition of the Stavanger region. And it is the ambition to go very far in 
cultivating the use of wood in the project, using solid wood in the interior and 
the supporting structures, wooden fibre material as insulation, veneer as a 
membrane and wooden cladding for the exterior.

The buildings are to be built according to the requirements for air tightness 
and insulation connected to passive houses, and at the same time it is 
adapted to the rough climate of Western Norway.
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